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TRAFFIC PROBLEN
COMMISSION URGED

Pifth Avenne  Association
Asks City Body to Work in
All the Boroughs.

OONGESTION IS GROWING

Widening of Roadways, Cross-
town Routes and Other
Changes Suggested.

The Fifth Avenue Assoclation, which
Interests itself In trafMo problems af-
fecting the convenlence of the whola
eity an well as Fifth avenus, has asked
the Board of Eatimate to name & traMe
pommisslon empowered to lnvutl;ntt
congestion In all the boroughs. On be-
half of the masoclation, Robert Grier
(Cooke, Its president, suggests the im-
medlale necensities that might engage the
attention of m commission,

Mr, Cooke's idea Is that the sclentific
and proper way to got at the bottom of
strest congestlon and traffle diMeculties
s for & competent commission to make
an officlal inquiry into the probleme pre-
mented by the overcrowded highways for
the purpose of reducing congestlon, of
facilitating the movements of wvehicles,
of cheeking the alarming number of
street nccldents mnd of providing the
most efMalent and economical plans for
the future development of the city's ar-
teries, In the course of the petition
sant vesterday to the Board of Estimate
Mr. Cooke says:

“It & qulte unnecessary to polnt out
te you that the overwhelming conges-
tlon of vehiclea in some of the main
thoroughfares of Manhattan, eapacially
in Fifth avenus and the adjoining streets,
s almost. If not quite, the most serious
problem befors the city to-day. The
delay at strest intersections, to pedes-
triann 88 well as vehicles, s becoming
greater and greater, and the cross cur-
rents at pointa on Fifth avenue be-
come sometimes almost hopelessly en-
tangled. Not only I8 valuable time lost
in riding and walking, but tha comt of
living is inevitably increased by the slow
peamage of vehicles carrying coal, food
snd other merchandlse, on account of the
farger number of vehicles required to
#o this hauling and the accompanying In-
@reased cost of wages,

Aecidents om Tmecrease.

“The congestion of the strests In-
areanes accidents, hinders the Fire De-

partment In reaching fires, when every
minute's delay more d to
human life and more destruction of
property ; makes street cleaning and;
mmow removal more diMcult and costly
and menaces those children who have
90 other place to play.

*The Police Department has done
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changes unneceasary through more of-
fective traMe regulation, diverting travel
to parallel streets, economiming in the

llar ways. By combining the best tal-
ent in the employ of the e¢lty with that
outside a programme of future stroet
expenditure might be evolved which
would xive the cltizans more return than
ever for thelr taxes and assessments,
with substantlal saving {nh time and ro-
duction In the cost of living, both of

Intial cost of suburban strests and rlm-]

which matters are of such vital Interest |

to-day.”

The Fifth Avenie Assoclation Informs
the Doard of Estimate that similar ns=e
sociations in the city stand rendy to join
In the request becaums trafMo conditions
in Broadway and (n other main thor-
oughfares in other borougha are as much
In noed of Investigntion and regulation
as the dittons in Fifth avenue, and
beliave that the whole problam should lie
within the control of a commlission that
knows what it is about and can enforce
its ordera.

TRAFFIC BILL FOR
STATE INTRODUCED

Measure Makes New York City
Regulations Apply to All
Communities.

ArpanT, Jan, 12.—The proposed “New
York State TrafMc Aect,"” the first of the
kind suggested for any of the Siates of

the Unlon, which s favored by the
Btate Conference of Mayors, the State
Aut bile A lation and the BState

Motor Federation, was introduced In the
Legislature to-day by Henalor Arget-
singer of Rochester and A biyman
Welsh of Albany.

The bill provides universal traMe reg-
ulations which have been approved by
the New York city police authorities
and prohibits municipalities from pass-
ing local trafMc ordinances. Whenever
there im a special trafMec regulation for
any street or parkway in any ecity, all
the Intersecting streets must be posted.

The bill aleo provides that pedesiriana
shall have the right to cross the streets
and highways at thelr own risk, except
At strest Intersections or at regular
street crossing=, on which they shall
have the right of way over vehicles un-
less otherwise directed by warning of &
police officer,

Munst Stop Behind Trelleys.

A vehicle shall not back to make &
turn If It obstructa traffic, but shall go
around the block or to a street wide
and clear enough for the purpose. TI'ro-
vislon s made compelling all vehicies
to stop ut a point not nearer than seven
feset from a trolley car so long as the

| car in stopped. The driver must exer-

clse extreme cars in passing such cars.
The United States mail, police and fire
apparatus, vehicles of the bureau of

derfully well in regulating ml!lc.‘bundlnp emergency vehicles of repair

more radical m

.l'or public service corporations, ambu-

sary to relleye the growing congestion. | junces and the military are given the

The police have done as well as they
eould In regulating trafc, but new leg- |
lslation sesms necessary
grive the police jurisdiction over pedesa-
trian traffic as well as vehicular traffic,

A proper ordinance should be framed ffteen minutes

in order to|

right of way at all times. No vehicle is
| allowed to be driven through & groces-
slon, except by permission of the pollce.
1t the procession consume more than
in pussing it shall be

for the removal of floating taxicabs and  broken and traffic allowed to go through.

Meavy motor trucks from Fifth avenue, |

axcept such as are there for purposes of
dlivery, and these to enter and depart
By the nearest cross atreet. Heavy and

light trafMo should be divided at points

20 a8 to throw heavy traffic on strests
whers there Is very little congeation and

light traffic on streets to which they |

would naturally go.

*The new ramps to be constructed at
Pirty-fourth street and Park avenue
and the viaduect across Forty-sacond
street at the Grand Central station
probably will afford some rellef when
they are completed, but there will still
remain the obstruction of the street cars
&t Madison avenus and Forty-second
street, hindering the fullest use of Madi-
son avenue, and the still worse conges-
tion at points on Fifth avenue. In the

way of partial rellef the Fifth Avenus

Association has suggested the widening
of the rondway of Madizon avenue from
Twenty-slxth street to Sixty-first street
and another organization has presented
to your board suggestions for removing
the obstructions of the Madison mvenue
purface cars, Others have urged the
possibility of m new avenus between
Fifth and Bixth svenues and also the
removil of the Sixth avenue structure
in order to attract vehicles to thia leas
used thoroughfare paralleling Fifth ave-
aue,

Diverslon to Weat Side.

“With the completion of the West Side
Subway, Sevenlh avenue, Eighth avenue
and Varick streot ought to be widely
used, with rellef to the thoroughfares to
the east; but will such use come about
without further traffic regulation, or
some other effective effort on the part of
tha ety to divert traffle to thess wide
and little used streets?

The bill also provides that “two vehi-
cles which are passing each other In op-
posite directions shall have the richt of
way, and except In cities and villages no
other vehicle to the rear of either of such
two vehlcles shall pass or attempt 1o pasa
guch vehicles,

Right of Way Regulated.
Except in & city of 1,000,000 or more

population every driver of a vehicle ap- |

proaching the intersection of a street or
publie road shall grant the right of way
at such intersectlon to any vehlcle ap-
proaching from the right; provided, that
wherever traftic ofMcers are statlioned

they shall have the full power to regulate |

trafMe.
The driver of an overtaking vehlele
shall skenal hix desire to pasa an over-

taken vehlocle “by a blast or a stroke of |
the horn or other signalling device, and |
when he does so It shall be the duty of |
the overtaken vehicle, If poasible, 10 turn |
1o the right so as to allow the overtaking |

vehicle a reasonable space In which to
pasa or to warn by signal the Impowsi-
bility of such passage.'

The bill prohibits the use of the “muf.
fler cutout” within the limite of a city
or Incorporated village: provides that
gongn and whistlea shall not be ueed ex-
cept by the polios, fire or militla or other
such vehicles having the right of way.
Local authoritles are glven the right to
enact ordinances protecting children leav-
ing schoois, for parking arran€ements
and for the creation of safety gones The
authorities of all citles are empowersd to
deslgnate streets through which vehicles
| may mun In one directlon,

OVER PEACE LEAGUE

Ex-Secretary of War Says
“Alien Minds'* Would De-
clde U, 8. Issnes.

NATIONAL DEFENCE pu:.ﬂ

“Subject Must Be Settled Soon
and Rightly or America
Will Monrn.”

Lindley M. Garrison, who restgned as
Becretary of War because he and Presi-
dent Wilson could not agree on an army
plan, talked polntedly of “wise leade. -
ship" and “foolish leadership’ In making
R plea for adequate national defence be-
fore the New York State Har Assocla-
tlon In the Brooklyn Academy of Music
Inst night,

"If this matter Is not ssttled soon and
rightly,” he sald, “the nation must

mourn in sackclioth and ashes for its!

folly and heedlessness. And In that day
the execration which will be henped
upon those who led the nation astray
will only differ in degres from that
heaped upon those who saw the light
and knew the way but who were too
faint hearted to lead the people aright.”

Constructive leadershlp, Mr, Garrison
innisted, in Amerlm s greatest need. He
gaid that “actusted by sentimentality
and unqualified by wattled conviction
nelther party standa for anything dis-
tinctive in publlec aftalrs.”

Ha doubted whether any nation should
enter an alllance to enforce peace “un-

lesa It stands ready to accept the iIn.|

evitable conmequence of peeing 1ts des-
tiny determined by allen minds snd
allen interests.'

Unanimity of Opinion Needed,

Mr, Garrison sald in part:

“The matter of natlonal defence is
not & subject which admits of a divided
opinlon.

“Whatever diversity there may prop-
orly be upon other matters, here there
must ba unanimity. No one is worthy
of citisenship in a nation If he is not
willing to devote his all to its defence
To deny thia is to take all meaning from
the word loyalty and to place mankl nd
on the lowest plane of pure selfishness,

“Our people have been slow In con-
sidering and deliberate In acting upon
this question. There 18 such a natural
abhorrence of war that the people of all
countries have shrunk from anything
which brought It to thelr attention and
have only glven the subject propar con-

slderation when driven by necessity to
do ®o,
“Democraclien  are notoriously and

necessarily slow In this as well n=s In
many other questions. Appeils to the
pocketbook of the citizen, to his fear and
to hia prejudice have Impeded a proper
sottiement of this great question.

Nation Not Sank in Sordidneas,

“But do not be decelved, Our people
are not sunk in sordldness ; they are not
gapped of thelr virtue and conrage | they
are not daunted and afralil. They do
belleve In some thing= higher and finer
than money and money gotting and are
not solely concerned with their own per-
sonal comfort and mere personal se-
curhty.

“The full, ¢lear light of reason and
duty will some day break upon them
with sudden force and they will angrily
brush aside all false guldes and migload-
ing prophets and do thoroughly that
which must and shall be done.

“Our forelgn relations must ha kept
entirely free from partisan consideration,
Our forelgn policy should be one
Weeping with the genlus nd epirt of our
institutions and of opr
=onant with our traditions

development.

“Entangling Allimnce' Perlls,

“There are other suggestions and
proposals proceeding from men who love
thelr country and who have lts best in-
terssta nt heart und who hope to deviss
some method of safeguarding It und pre-
poerving it and the other nations of the
world from the results of unnecessary

conflict.  They all revolve around the
central ldea of a world allfance—aun
allance to enforcs PHAcE or preserve

peace or insure peace—a world court or
a world parllament,

“T would hesitate long mnd consider
thoroughly whether mixing in the affalrs
of ths other nations of the world was
not probably & surer way to produce wir
than to prevent it, A mesilllance Is
more likely to produce discord than If
the respective parties hau continued to
live separats, salf-respecting, self-reliant
livesa,

“If much wn alliance only deals with

the trifting superficial things which lie |

on the surface, then it never can and
never will amount to anyvthing

Allen Minds and Motlives,
“If 1t, however, covera all questions

T0BAR ASSOCIATION

Morgan J. 0'Brien Urges That
Legal Profession Be Put
on Higher Plane.

HUGHES NEW PRESIDENT

State Lawyers Will Close Ses-
gions To-day With Dinner

] I8 not =0 much to get rid of the lawser

In |

people—con- |
and caluru- |
lated to assist in our proper and natural |

at the Astor.

Suggesting that lawyers of to-day do
not oocupy the place In publle confdence
held by thelr predecessors in the early
days of the eountry, former Judge
Morgan J, O'Brien urged befors the
New York Stats Bar Assoclation yes-
terday the necessity of “reforming our
profession and our procedurs, removing
deluyns and technicallties and expense In
Utigation, driving out unworthy men,
holding aloft high ethical standards and
living Imbued with the new spirit of the
times."™

The development of = progressive |
spirit was in fact shown throughout the |
proceedings of the first” day's sesslons |
of the fortleth annual meeting of the
orgunization, held In ths Long island
Historical Soclety’'s bullding In Brooklyn.
]\:elrl} overy speaker emphasized the
need, and the various commitiees which
reported recommended advance nlong
the game lines

The electlon to membership of two
women, thus doubling the feminine
representation in the body, was one of
the features of the opening seasion.
! The proposal aroused oratorical opposi-
tion, But when a vole was taken only
| three men caxt thelr ballots in the nega-
tive, Charles 2. Hughes waa unani-

mously elected president for the ensu-
ing year,

Quotes From H. G. Wells,

“la 1t possible,” asked Mr. O'Brien
In the course of his address, “that we
are indiMerent to or that we have lost
sight of the spirit and achlevements of
the great lawyers of the past, or that
wWe ure subjlect to the same severs
arrnignment which has heen brought
agninst the lawyera of England by a
present writer?"

He then quoted from H. G,
“What 1s Coming,”
said :

"The sound case agalnst the legal
profession In Anglo-8axon countries is

Wells's
in which the author

not that It is unnecessary, but that it
| 14 mlmost ineredibly antiguated. almost
incredibly careless of the public well

being and that 't corrupts or dwarfs all
the men who enter it, Our urgent need

from our affairs a8 to get rid of the
| wig and gown splrit and of thr special
pleade) Their minds ars stlll st to
the tune of medimval bicksrings, tradi-
tlonallsm and state blinde*

Mr. U'Brien regarded this arralgnment
ns an overstetemont, but nevertheless
he saw faults in present day lawyern,

“The lawyers nr the past whom we
regard ne greal,” he sald, “the Inwyers
of the present whoe are entitled to be thus
designuted, are not to be found AMOng
thoke who merely sought for wealth or
place, but consinted then, as they consist
now, of those who have consecrated a
part of their lves at leasi unseifishly,
disinterestedly and patriotically to ger-
vice of thelr country and humanity.”

Amalnat Adamson Law,

Mr. €' Brien deplored the enactment of
the Adameon Inw. Hea said:

“It s desoribed as an eight hour Iaw
and is defended as a proper exercise of
police power by the same ArgUMANIs ns
those made in favor of legisiation re-
siricting the hourm of Imbor of women
| and children, but when analyzed It will
| b found that the real purposes l2 not Lo
| reduce the hours of labor but to increase
Ilnwn by the legnl establishment of a |
| minlmum scale, If in one Industry aftor
another legisiative interference (8 to be
sought for the protection of labor it is
clear that finally the liberty of contraot
between employer and employee will be-
| come in JArRe mMeAsure & memory.

“There can be no distinction between
capltal and Inbor with respect to the
principle that combinations to abtain re-
sulta which are deemed to bo against the
public Interest may be condemned and
punished nithough individual action
wlong purallel lines Is open to nu legal
objection.*

Mr, OBrien deseribed the pressnt sys-
tem of procedure as “cumbersome,” and
the svstem of making laws as “unsclon-
tifle and crude.”

“We are a profligate nation,” he sald,
“hecause we are spendthirifis not only of
our natural resources but of our mental
and physical encrgles. Wo are cutting
down our foresis and our nerves, ex-
hausting our mines and opur mettle,
plling our specuiations and our asplra-
tions to the tottering point. Literally in
the heat of the day we take no thought
of the morrow."”

of legnl

Thomas Sprati,

were M., Clarios Margoles,

the country in upholding the standards
practice through disciplinary
proocesd ingm.'*

The election of Mr. Hughes as presl-

dent wia followed by the selection of the

following other offloers: Vice-presidents,
Jamoen Byrne, Naw York: Edgar M. Cul-
len, Brooklyn: Willlam J. Noohe, Troy:
Ogdensburg ; Willlam AL
Mnckenule, Syracuse; Abraham L. Kel-
logg, Oneontn; Arthur B, Sutheriand,
Rochester; Porter Norton, Buffalo;
Charles Phillp Haston, New York; seore-
tary, Frederick E. Wadhama, Albany,
and treasurer, Albert Hesahorg, Albany.

The women elected to membarship
Manhattan,
and Miss Clandie Hare, Groton, Tha ses-
slonn will continue to-day, closing with
a dinner at the Astor to-night, at which
Willard Bartlett, retiring Chief Judge of
the Court of Appeals,
Hiscock, his successor, will be
honor,

TAKE PASTOR AS DRUG AGENT.

He Asseris 000 Had Heen Cared by
His ¥elp.

Charging that the pollce are trylng to
ruin his work of reclaiming drug fends,
the Hev. Willlam N, Ritchie of 105
St James place, Brooklyn, who was ar-
rested  yosterday charged with selling
narcotics, last night made reply 1o his
RCOUBOrS,

The clergyman, who I8 71 years old
and & member nl‘ the Brooklyn Preshy-
tery, having preached many years in
Fhilndelphla and other cities before his
retirement, declared that he has cured
mare than 660 drug vietims, but did his
work only with the help of a physlcian
who prescribed the medioal treatment
while he managed the spiritual help, He
I8 known to many prominent Brooklyn
clergymen and physicians, who have been
interested in his work,

Dir, Ritchie wis nrrested schen Detec-
tive Goor of the narcotie sguid, posing
hs a victim, took s course of treatment
for the drug Lablt from Dir
physician partner, Yesterday the detee-
tive called when the physician was out

and begged for some drug to satisfy his |

craving  The clergyman, knowing Geer
was under treatment, gave him some
morphine without walting for his part-
ner's preseription. He was held in $500
bail for examinatlon Wednesduy.

FIGHT FOR TUBE SERVICE.

House Advocates Relleve Former |

Appropriation Will Be Heatored.

WasainoroN, Jan. 12 —Coneideration
of the post office appropriation hill was
Interrupted by the adjournment of the
Houee to<day Junst as the paragraph which

outs more than $400.000 from the allow- f

ance for pneumntic mall tihes was

reached. Conslderation of this paragraph
to-morrow may develop a serjous situn-
tlon, which only a special rule permit-
ting naw legisintion could elear up

Under m statute enacted In 1602 the
Postmaster-General is forbidden to make
new contracts or renew old contracts ex-
cept upon the recommendations of com-
mimions which he iy wuthorlzed to ap-

polnt for the investigation of proposal |

acrerments, One of these commissions
composed of personal arlectlons of the
Postmastar-General has already reported
adversely ngalrmt tho renewnl of most of
the pneumatle tube contracts and
favor of the curtallment of the New York

tube pervice, these contracts all being upi

and Frank H. | ness stood.
Ruesia nrl

Ritehie's

in|

Black and White and Other Cn--:
cerma il Oat, |

None of the tax!cab companies whone
drivers are on striks tried to operate '
yesterday. ‘The Black and White com-= |
pAny Inwaried an ndvertisement in the |
newspapers announcing & suspension of |
pervice, but asserting that the cabs |
would be running again as soon ap o
new foree of chauffeurs could be ob-
tained and drilled. It was sald nons of

the old men would be tnken back. |

One of the receivers for the Mason-
Seaman Transportation Company, the |
Inrrest of the tiax| conoarnd, told a group
of the strikers vestorduy that the de-
clzlon of the company to go out of busl-

The other companies whose men
walked out are the Club Cab Company
and the Town Taxi Company, both of
which concerns are connected finaneially
with the new Black and White company.

SUICIDE OVER TRADE ERROR.

Laundryman Fads Life Hecauso
Package Was Misdellvered,
Because a package of washed clothes
pant out by the laundry of which he was
part owner had been deliverad at the
wrong address Ceorge Kolby, 48 years
old, committed sulclde yesterday after-
noon, He and hi® brother Willlam
owned the Homersot Laundry, 17 West
Sixtieth street, and George llved over the

Inundry.

Gueorge has been highly nervous for
some time, and when the package of
Liundry was roturned yesterday he wos
much disturbed. Fipally he ran from
the office saying, “All right, I'm done."
Then came the shot (hat killed him,
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